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Class Notes items listed were received between 
April 2, 2008, and March 31, 2009. In addi-
tion to receiving Class Notes entries directly from 
Georgia Law alumni for publication, the alumni 
office also includes notes that have been previ-
ously published in newspapers and/or magazines. 
Alumni staff verify information to ensure it is 
accurate. 
However, in the event a Class Note is not cor-
rect, you are asked to contact Jill Coveny Birch at 
jbirch@uga.edu or (706) 542-5190. She will 
make the necessary changes and re-list the notice.
1930s – 1950s
Aaron Cohn (1938) of Columbus, GA, the 
longest-serving juvenile court judge in the 
country, was awarded the State Bar of Georgia 
2008 Tradition of Excellence Award and also 
the Judiciary Award. His biography, Memoirs 
of a First Generation American, was recently 
published. Carl E. Sanders (1948) of Atlanta, 
GA, was spotlighted as a “Legal Legend” by the 
Fulton County Daily Report. John D. Comer
(1949) of Macon, GA, has retired from the 
practice of law. Sidney O. Smith Jr. (1949) of 
Gainesville, GA, was named to the list of “The 
Titans: 25 People who helped build Gainesville, 
Hall County” by the Gainesville Times. E. Speer 
Mabry III (1958) of Atlanta, GA, celebrated his 
50th anniversary of practicing law during 2008.
1960s
Emmet J. Bondurant II (1960) of Atlanta, GA, 
When Judge Stephen S. Goss (J.D.’86) 
received an appointment to a judge-
ship for the Dougherty Judicial Circuit 
for the Superior Courts of Georgia, he 
was “humbled and honored,” but he 
soon noticed a disturbing trend in the 
court.
“I recognized that I was seeing a lot 
of the same faces cyclically, over and 
over again. We were just rotating 
obviously mentally ill people in and 
out, in and out, in and out, treating 
the symptom and not the cause,” Goss said.
He realized he was not the only one seeing this trend as he 
began discussing the issue with John C. Burns III, director of 
Albany Area Mental Health, and Annette T. Bowling, a local 
advocate for individuals with disabilities. From these discussions, 
the idea for a mental health court in Dougherty County was 
born.
In 2000, there were only a few court systems across the coun-
try that had or were attempting to establish such programs. 
Goss and his staff worked closely with a felony court in San 
Bernardino, Calif., that had a mental health docket to get a 
blueprint for what they wanted to accomplish.
The Georgia felony mental health court program became the 
first one in the Peach State and was later selected as a Consensus 
Project National Learning Site for other such courts as designated 
by the U.S. Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance 
and the Council of State Governments.
Though the program started as only a mental health court, Goss 
quickly discovered many of the defendants had both a mental 
illness and a drug addiction. According to Goss, approximately 
75 percent of individuals in mental health courts across the 
country have a co-occurring disorder because “many times they 
self-medicate.” 
He said people with a mental disorder can become addicted to 
alcohol or drugs as a means of mitigating the symptoms of their 
disorder. Therefore, Goss and his staff developed a drug court to 
complement the mental health court, enabling them to provide 
better assistance to many people in the program.
Goss had no idea what to expect when the program started, 
but he said, “Has it fulfilled my expectations? Many times over, 
because I do see the impact we’ve had in people’s lives. It’s 
been far more than I thought it would be.”
Two instances in particular stand out for Goss.
“Rodney was a frequent flier in our jail. He clearly had some 
mental health issues,” Goss recalled. “Rodney was in and out 
of our jail three times a year. [However], I don’t think Rodney’s 
been arrested in the four or five years we’ve been working with 
him [through the new court].”
Goss also related the story of a U.S. Naval Academy gradu-
ate, who lived with his elderly parents because he developed a 
mental illness later in life and a subsequent cocaine addiction. 
Through the new system, he participated in a long-term addic-
tion program, with few relapses, and this individual now has a 
part-time job.
“The reason I bring him up is this problem affects all walks of 
life,” Goss said. “It doesn’t just impact the defendant. It impacts 
everybody around him.”
In addition to his role in the mental health and drug court, Goss 
also handles his regular Superior Court duties, which include 
divorces, lawsuits and his felony docket. 
For the last three years, he has been an officer for the Council 
of the Superior Courts of Georgia and currently serves as presi-
dent. He just finished working with the Executive Committee 
of the Chief Justice of Georgia’s Mental Health/Criminal Justice 
Task Force and as the Superior Court Judges’ appointee to the 
Governor’s Mental Health Services Commission.
Regarding the next challenge he plans to tackle, Goss said, “I 
am really focused on the work we are doing on developing 
cost avoidance data protocols for these mental health and drug 
courts to show reduced jail and state hospital costs. I believe 
this is very important for the long-term evaluation and funding 
sustainability of these programs.”
- Drew Bloodworth
Steve Goss: Changing lives
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was honored during the Athens Justice Project’s 
annual fundraising luncheon in October 2008. 
Horace H. Sibley (1964) 
of Atlanta, GA, received 
the John W. Macy Award 
by the National Alliance 
to End Homelessness for 
his work to end chronic 
homelessness in Atlanta. 
Otis A. Brumby Jr. 
(1965) of Marietta, GA, 
was listed in the “Most Influential: Georgia’s 
Power List” as a notable by Georgia Trend maga-
zine. John M. Melvin (1965) of Gainesville, 
GA, has retired after a distinguished career of 40 
years in real estate law. Larry Walker Jr. (1965) 
of Perry, GA, was elected vice chairman of the 
State Board of Transportation.  
N. Harvey Weitz (1966) 
of Savannah, GA, received 
the 2008 Chief Justice 
Thomas O. Marshall 
Professionalism Award 
during the State Bar of 
Georgia Annual Meeting. 
Clayton H. Farnham 
(1967) of Atlanta, GA, 
was listed in “Who’s Who in Law 2008” and 
also had his firm listed in “Atlanta’s Top 25 Law 
Firms” by the Atlanta Business Chronicle. Edward 
M. Buttimer (1968) of Savannah, GA, was 
named to the “Top 100 Irish-American Lawyers 
and Lawmakers” list by the Irish America 
Magazine. Thomas S. Chambless (1968) of 
Albany, GA, joined Phoebe Putney Health 
System as senior vice president and general 
counsel. W. Ralph Hill Jr. (1968) of Lookout 
Mountain, GA, has retired from the Superior 
Court bench of the Lookout Mountain Circuit 
after serving more than 14 years. James E. 
Carter (1969) of Savannah, GA, has established 
his own law firm.
1970 - 1974
John W. Timmons Jr. (1970) of Athens, GA, 
was inducted into the Old Warhorse Lawyers 
Club. C. King Askew (1971) of Rome, GA, was 
named a fellow in the American College of Trial 
Lawyers. Jack B. Hood (1971) of Birmingham, 
AL, author and co-author of numerous books 
including five legal texts currently published 
by Thomson/West and available electronically 
on Westlaw, has published his second novel, 
Banjo Playing. Spencer Lawton Jr. (1971) of 
Savannah, GA, was named the 2008 District 
Attorney of the Year by the District Attorneys’ 
Association of Georgia. James E. McDonald 
(1971) of Athens, GA, has retired after 23 years 
of distinguished service as judge of the juvenile 
courts of the Western Judicial Circuit. Roy E. 
Barnes (1972) of Mableton, GA, was listed 
in “Who’s Who in Law 2008” by the Atlanta 
Business Chronicle. Marcus B. Calhoun Jr. 
(1972) of Midland, GA, was spotlighted in the 
“In Recess” section of the Fulton County Daily 
Report for making a double eagle in a golf game. 
Richard W. Wilson Jr. (1972) of Atlanta, GA, 
joined Tatum Levine & Powell as senior counsel. 
William W. Shearouse Jr. (1973) of Savannah, 
GA, was named to the “Top 100 Irish-American 
Lawyers and Lawmakers” list by the Irish America 
Magazine. William L. Tribble Sr. (1973) 
of Dublin, GA, was reappointed to a third 
term as Juvenile Court judge for the Dublin 
Judicial Circuit. Michael J. Bowers (1974) of 
Commerce, GA, was awarded the State Bar of 
Georgia 2008 Tradition of Excellence Award and 
was listed in “Who’s Who in Law 2008” by the 
Atlanta Business Chronicle. T. Joseph Campbell 
(1974) of Calhoun, GA, won a fifth term as 
district attorney in the Cherokee Judicial Circuit. 
James L. Gale (1974) of 
Raleigh, NC, was listed 
in “2009 Legal Elite” by 
North Carolina Business. 
James L. Pannell (1974) 
of Savannah, GA, was 
named to the “Most 
Influential: Georgia’s 
Power List” as a notable 
by Georgia Trend magazine. J. Lee Parrott 
(1974) of Monticello, GA, was re-elected as 
Superior Court judge for the Ocmulgee Judicial 
Circuit. R. Benjamine Reid (1974) of Coral 
Gables, FL, assumed the post of chairman of 
Episcopal Charities of Southeast Florida. Sharon 
“Nyota” Tucker (1974) of Albany, GA, was 
named legal counsel and pre-law advisor at 
Albany State University.
1975 - 1979
Walter H. Bush Jr. (1975) of Atlanta, GA, 
joined Carlton Fields as a partner. Kenneth L. 
Millwood (1975) of Atlanta, GA, was listed in 
“Who’s Who in Law 2008” and his firm was 
listed in “Atlanta’s Top 25 Law Firms” by the 
Atlanta Business Chronicle. 
Jack N. Sibley (1975) of 
Atlanta, GA, was appoint-
ed managing partner 
with Hawkins & Parnell. 
Edward D. Tolley (1975) 
of Athens, GA, was 
awarded the State Bar of 
Georgia 2008 Tradition 
of Excellence Award. W. David Wallace (1975) 
of Dawsonville, GA, was appointed Municipal 
Court judge for Dawsonville. Joe D. Whitley 
(1975) of Alpharetta, GA, joined the Atlanta 
and D.C. offices of Greenberg Traurig as a share-
holder and was selected for inclusion in the 2009 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America. Jack 
R. Hancock (1976) of Jonesboro, GA, joined 
Freeman Mathis & Gary as a partner. J.M. 
“Skip” Hudgins IV (1976) of Norcross, GA, 
was listed in “Who’s Who in Law 2008” and his 
firm was listed in “Atlanta’s Top 25 Law Firms” 
by the Atlanta Business Chronicle. Larry A. 
Roberts (1976) of Marietta, GA, had his article 
he co-authored with Wilson White, “Stopping 
Infringing Goods at the Docks: An Overview of 
the International Trade Commission,” published 
in the Georgia Bar Journal. Richard H. Deane 
Jr. (1977) of Stone Mountain, GA, was named a 
fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers. 
Stanley S. Jones (1977) 
of Atlanta, GA, was 
selected for inclusion in 
the 2009 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America. 
Carolyn Roberts Linsey 
(1977) of Fairfield, CT, 
was appointed to the 
board of directors of 
Bridge House. Rodney G. Meadows (1977) of 
McDonough, GA, was named “Alumnus of the 
Year in Private Enterprise” by Georgia Southern 
University. B. Michael Mears (1977) of Decatur, 
GA, received the Elbert P. Tuttle Jurisprudence 
Award by the Anti-Defamation League. 
Timothy A. Pape (1977) 
of Rome, GA, received 
the Judge Aaron Cohn 
Award by the Georgia 
Council of Juvenile Court 
Judges. Jack L. Rives 
(1977) of Washington, 
D.C., became the Air 
Force’s first judge advocate 
general to attain the rank of three stars.  
J. Stephen Shi (1977) of Alto, GA, was named 
the director of the Equal Opportunity Office at 
UGA. Charles S. Wynne (1977) of Gainesville, 
GA, was re-elected to a third four-year term as 
State Court judge for Hall County. N. Karen 
“Kay” Deming (1978) of Marietta, GA, was 
named a fellow in the American College of Trial 
Lawyers and was recently profiled in an article 
“Reflections of Making Partner” in the Fulton 
County Daily Report. S. Lark Ingram (1978) of 
Smyrna, GA, was listed in “Who’s Who in Law 
2008” by the Atlanta Business Chronicle. 
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John E. Thompson 
(1978) of Atlanta, 
GA, was named to the 
“Georgia Super Lawyer 
2009” list published 
by Atlanta Magazine. 
Velma C. Tilley (1978) 
of Cartersville, GA, 
received the State Bar of 
Georgia Young Lawyers Division 2008 Award 
of Achievement for Outstanding Service to the 
Public. Luis A. Aguilar (1979) of Atlanta, GA, 
was appointed to the Securities & Exchange 
Commission. Kevin P. Conboy (1979) of 
Atlanta, GA, was named a “Star of the South” 
by Irish America Magazine. Earl “Billy” W. 
Gunn (1979) of Marietta, GA, earned diplomate 
status with the American Board of Professional 
Liability Attorneys. Linda Warren Hunter 
(1979) of Decatur, GA, was re-elected to a 
fifth four-year term as Superior Court judge of 
DeKalb County. Charles M. Rice (1979) of 
Atlanta, GA, joined the board of Actor’s Express. 
Richard L. Shackelford (1979) of Atlanta, GA, 
was elected to a two-year term as president-
elect-designate of the American Health Lawyers 
Association in 2008. Matthew O. Simmons 
(1979) of Jonesboro, GA, 
was listed in “Who’s Who 
in Law 2008” by the 
Atlanta Business Chronicle. 
R. David Ware (1979) 
of Marietta, GA, was 
appointed Fulton County 
Attorney.
1980 - 1984
Daisy Hurst Floyd (1980) of Macon, GA, was 
listed in “Who’s Who in Law 2008” by the 
Atlanta Business Chronicle. 
Charles Y. Hoff (1980) 
of Atlanta, GA, received 
the Industry Partner of 
the Year Award from 
the Georgia Restaurant 
Association. Vicky O. 
Kimbrell (1980) of 
Lilburn, GA, received 
the Director’s Eagle Award for services to 
victims of family violence from the Criminal 
Justice Coordinating Council. Laura Elrod 
Binion (1981) of Tampa, FL, joined Syniverse 
Technologies as general counsel, corporate 
secretary and senior vice president. Barry W. 
Burt (1981) of Atlanta, GA, joined FSB Legal 
Counsel (A Fisher Broyles), which is one of 
the first “virtual” law firms in the country. 
Pamela Ellis Deal (1981) of Clemson, SC, was 
listed in The Best Lawyers in America and South 
Carolina Super Lawyers in the family law area. 
Additionally, she serves on the board of gover-
nors of the American Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers. Jennifer Wheatley Fletcher (1981) 
of Atlanta, GA, was elected to a three-year term 
on Sutherland’s executive committee. Denise 
Marshall (1981) of Albany, GA, was elected 
Superior Court judge for Doughtery County. 
Patrick T. O’Connor (1981) of Savannah, GA, 
was named a fellow in the American College 
of Trial Lawyers. Nathan B. Pride (1981) of 
Montgomery, AL, joined the faculty of the Jones 
School of Law at Faulkner 
University. J. Russell 
Ross (1981) of Savannah, 
GA, joined Morris, 
Manning & Martin as 
a partner and opened 
the firm’s Savannah 
office. James A. Vaughn 
(1981) of Forsyth, GA, 
was re-elected to a second term as a trustee at 
the Macon State College Foundation and was 
elected chairman of the Monroe County Board 
of Commissioners. Joe C. Bishop (1982) of 
Albany, GA, was the keynote speaker at the 
spring 2008 commencement at Darton College. 
D. Albert Brannen 
Jr. (1982) of Atlanta, 
GA, was named to the 
“Georgia Super Lawyer 
2009” list published 
by Atlanta Magazine 
and was elected presi-
dent of the State Bar 
of Georgia Labor & 
Employment Section for 2009-10. Stephen 
B. Farrow (1982) of Dalton, GA, was elected 
to the State Transportation Board from the 
9th Congressional District. J. Randal Hall 
(1982) of Augusta, GA, was sworn in as a U.S. 
District Court judge for the Southern District of 
Georgia. Richard J. Joseph (1982) of Atlanta, 
GA, was named as one of Georgia’s “Legal Elite” 
by Georgia Trend magazine. T. Ryan Mock Jr. 
(1982) of Atlanta, GA, was listed in “Who’s 
Who in Law 2008” and his firm was listed in 
“Atlanta’s Top 25 Law Firms” by the Atlanta 
Business Chronicle. John E. Niedrach (1982) of 
Rome, GA, was elected Superior Court judge of 
the Rome Judicial Circuit. 
W. Eugene Seago 
(1982) of Blacksburg, 
VA, received the 2008 
Outstanding Tax 
Educator Award presented 
by the American Tax 
Association and Ernst & 
Young. Alvah O. Smith (1982) (photo bottom 
of last column) of Atlanta, GA, was elected presi-
dent of the Georgia Chapter of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers. Shelley Rucker 
Vey (1982) of Hixson, 
TN, was selected for 
inclusion in Business TNs 
150 Best Lawyers. Wade 
H. Watson III (1982) of 
Atlanta, GA, received the 
Atlanta Bar Association’s 
Distinguished Service 
Award. Stephen F. White 
(1982) of Atlanta, GA, 
was selected for inclu-
sion in the 2009 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in 
America. John B. “Burt” 
Wilkerson Jr. (1982) 
of Macon, GA, was 
named the Atlanta director for the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development’s Region 
IV. Anne E. Barnes (1983) of Atlanta, GA, 
was listed in “Who’s Who in Law 2008” by the 
Atlanta Business Chronicle and received the 2008 
Outstanding Woman in the Profession Award. 
Paul R. Beshears (1983) of Atlanta, GA, joined 
Ford & Harrison as a partner. Allen N. Bradley 
(1983) of Atlanta, GA, joined Stites & Harbison 
as a partner in their corporate practice depart-
ment. Chris D. Clayton (1983) of Roswell, GA, 
was listed in “Who’s Who in Accounting 2008” 
by the Atlanta Business Chronicle. J. Randolph 
Evans (1983) of Atlanta, GA, was a keynote 
speaker at the 2008 commencement program 
at the University of West Georgia. Timothy 
Harden III (1983) of Macon, GA, joined Taylor, 
Odachowski, Sperry & Crossland. M. Kim 
Michael (1983) of Watkinsville, GA, established 
her own firm specializing in family and criminal 
law. W. Henry Parkman (1983) of Decatur, 
GA, was elected a member of the American 
Law Institute. Gregory 
A. Adams (1984) of 
Stone Mountain, GA, 
received the Distinguished 
Leadership Award 
from the Community 
Leadership Association 
and was elected chair-
man of the Board of 
Trustees for the Institute of Continuing Judicial 
Education of Georgia. Baylor B. Banks (1984) 
of Atlanta, GA, was named to the board of direc-
tors of Advantage Global Services. Elizabeth 
R. Cook (1984) of Columbus, GA, joined 
Total System Services as senior associate general 
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counsel. T. Chris Hughes (1984) of Fitzgerald, 
GA, was elected Superior Court judge and was 
a guest speaker at a luncheon hosted by the 
Northside Senior Citizens Center in Unadilla. 
Cary Ichter (1984) of Atlanta, GA, was a 
keynote speaker at the 2008 commencement 
program at the University of West Georgia. 
Edward H. Lindsey Jr. (1984) of Atlanta, GA, 
served as a delegate to the Republican National 
Convention from the 5th Congressional District. 
Thomas L. McLain (1984) of Atlanta, GA, 
joined Chorey, Taylor & Feil as a shareholder. 
Joseph A. Mulherin III (1984) of Savannah, 
GA, was named one of the “Legal 100” by Irish 
America Magazine. Jeffrey S. Sharp (1984) of 
Chicago, IL, was a co-contributor of the chap-
ter “Challenges of Intellectual Property and 
Branding on Regulatory Approvals” for the book 
Nutraceutical and Functional Food Regulations in 
the United States and Around the World. He con-
tinues to practice chemical and biotech patent 
law. K. Russell Simpson (1984) of Savannah, 
GA, was spotlighted in an article in the Business 
Report & Journal for his “tax boutique” law 
firm. Paul E. Weathington (1984) of Atlanta, 
GA, earned diplomate status with the American 
Board of Professional Liability Attorneys and 
was spotlighted in the “In Recess” section of 
the Fulton County Daily Report for his pro bono 
work with the American Junior Golf Association. 
Additionally, he has published his first children’s 
book, Bed Bugs Don’t Bite.
1985 - 1989
Robert P. Hall III (1985) of Washington, 
D.C., joined the lobbying firm Dutko 
Worldwide and heads its international trade and 
tax practice section. Vivian D. Hoard (1985) of 
Atlanta, GA, received Creative Child Magazine’s 
Preferred Choice Award for 2008 for inventing 
the Catnap Kittens purring toy. Thomas O. 
Lasley (1985) of Brentwood, TN, was named 
vice president and trust advisor for the Nashville 
region of SunTrust Bank. Barton C. Legum 
(1985) of Paris, France, joined the Paris office 
of the law firm Salans as a partner. Christopher 
J. McFadden (1985) of Decatur, GA, received 
the Atlanta Bar Association Distinguished 
Service Award and was installed as secretary of 
the Atlanta Bar Association. Daniel J. Mohan 
(1985) of Marietta, GA, joined Kilpatrick 
Stockton as a partner with the firm’s health and 
life sciences team in the corporate department. 
Gerald L. Pouncey Jr. (1985) of Kennesaw, 
GA, joined the board of the Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce. Deborah A. Ausburn (1986) 
of Woodstock, GA, established a legal blog site, 
www.youthserviceslitigation.com, which covers 
topics of interest to schools, camps, daycare 
centers and other youth-serving organizations. 
Sheri Hinson Blevins (1986) of Cohutta, GA, 
was elected probate judge of Whitfield County. 
Russell B. Davis (1986) of Marietta, GA, 
provides alternative dispute resolution services 
at Cole House Mediation Services, which his 
law firm established. R. Dale Hughes (1986) 
of Marietta, GA, joined Cox Enterprises as a 
senior vice president. 
Julianna C. Theall 
(1986) of Greensboro, 
NC, was included in the 
“2009 Legal Elite” list by 
Business North Carolina. 
Stephen L. Cummings 
(1987) of Athens, GA, 
was named headmaster of 
Athens Christian School. James B. Ellington 
(1987) of Augusta, GA, celebrated with his wife 
Michelle the birth of their son Bentley “Hayes” 
on March 5, 2009. C. LaTain Kell (1987) of 
Marietta, GA, was elected Superior Court judge 
of Cobb County. Currie M. Mingledorff 
II (1987) of Winder, GA, was sworn in as 
Superior Court judge of the Piedmont Judicial 
Circuit. Tina Shadix 
Roddenbery (1987) 
of Atlanta, GA, was 
made a name partner 
with Holland Schaeffer 
Roddenbery & Blitch. 
She was also named to the 
“Top 50 Women Lawyers 
in Georgia in 2009” list 
published by Atlanta Magazine. Gregory L. 
Roseboro (1987) of Athens, GA, was a panel 
participant for the “State of Diversity in the 
Legal Profession” session during the American 
Bar Association Southern Regional Hearing 
for the ABA Presidential Diversity Summit. 
Robin K.W. Shearer (1987) of Athens, GA, 
was appointed presiding judge for the Western 
Judicial Circuit Juvenile Court. Michael B. 
Terry (1987) of Atlanta, GA, was elected to 
the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers 
and was installed as second vice president of the 
Atlanta Bar Association. Elizabeth B. Chandler 
(1988) of Atlanta, GA, was listed in “Who’s 
Who in Law 2008” by the Atlanta Business 
Chronicle. L. Norwood “Woody” Jameson 
(1988) of Atlanta, GA, was named managing 
partner of the Atlanta office of Duane Morris. 
G. Lee Welborn (1988) of Acworth, GA, pro-
vides alternative dispute resolution services at 
Cole House Mediation Services, which his law 
firm established. J. Michael Boeck (1989) of 
Annapolis, MD, joined Beyond Pesticides as 
program director. Allison Thatcher Mauldin 
(1989) of Athens, GA, was named the 2008 
Assistant District Attorney of the Year. Kim 
Anderson Ray (1989) of Aiken, SC, was 
honored at the Freedom Fund banquet of the 
Aiken Branch of the NAACP for being the first 
African-American female attorney in Aiken 
County. Teri A. Simmons (1989) of Atlanta, 
GA, received the Federal Republic of Germany 
Friendship Award. Gerald R. Weber Jr. (1989) 
of Atlanta, GA, received an Inspiration Award 
for Outstanding Leadership in the Public 
Interest. Frank N. White (1989) of Atlanta, 
GA, received the Fulton County Daily Report’s 
arts award for his work as legal advisor for the 
Center of Puppetry Arts during the paper’s first 
pro bono awards ceremony.
1990 - 1994
Connie M. Blaylock (1990) of Dalton, GA, was 
re-elected to a fourth four-year term as Juvenile 
Court judge for the Conasauga Judicial Circuit. 
Mark D. Johnson (1990) of St. Simons Island, 
GA, formed the company Georgia360, which 
will provide public affairs services and advertis-
ing services across the state. Clintona N. Jones 
(1990) of Atlanta, GA, joined InTown Suites as 
director of human resources. Allison K. Luke 
(1990) of Nashville, TN, was named senior vice 
president of compliance at FORBA Holdings. 
Sawvalak Chulpongsatorn (LL.M. 1991) of 
Bangkok, Thailand, joined PTT Exploration 
& Production as chief of contracts in the legal 
department. Joseph W. Dent (1991) of Albany, 
GA, was elected vice chair of the Investigative 
Panel of the State Disciplinary Board of the State 
Bar of Georgia. Kenneth B. Hodges III (1991) 
of Atlanta, GA, joined the Baudino Law Group 
as managing attorney of their Atlanta office. 
Laura C. Horlock (1991) of Dunwoody, GA, 
established the firm Pankey & Horlock. Robert 
L. Shannon Jr. (1991) of Marietta, GA, was list-
ed in “Who’s Who in Law 2008” by the Atlanta 
Business Chronicle. Michael J. Sharp (1991) of 
New York, NY, joined WilmerHale as a part-
ner in the firm’s securities practice. Edward J. 
Tarver (1991) of Augusta, GA, was re-elected to 
the Georgia State Senate. Karen Reed Wasson 
(1991) of Littleton, CO, joined the Denver firm 
of Steese & Evans and is licensed to practice 
in Colorado, Florida and Georgia. Karen E. 
Beyers (1992) of Snellville, GA, was sworn in 
as Superior Court judge for Gwinnett County. 
Warren R. Hall Jr. (1992) of Atlanta, GA, had 
the article “Keeping Your Genies in the Bottle: 
10 Steps to Protect Your Most Sensitive Secrets,” 
which he co-authored with Brett Coburn, pub-
lished in the Georgia Bar Journal. Virginia P. 
McKenna (1992) of Athens, GA, received her 




license as a professional counselor. Benjamin 
S. Richardson (1992) of Columbus, GA, was 
selected 2008 Solicitor-General of the Year by 
the Georgia Association of Solicitors-General. 
Sheri Capes Roberts (1992) of Covington, 
GA, was named judge of the Newton County 
Juvenile Court. Wallace B. Wason Jr. (1992) 
of Williamsburg, VA, joined Jones, Blechman, 
Woltz & Kelly as a partner in the firm’s litigation 
group. Floyd M. “Buck” 
Wiley III (1992) of 
Atlanta, GA, was named 
to Worth Magazine’s “Top 
250 Wealth Advisors 
in the U.S.” and to 
Institutional Investor News’ 
“20 Rising Stars of Wealth 
Management.” Meredith 
Martin Addy (1993) of Chicago, IL, was named 
by Law & Politics magazine as one of the “Top 
10 Illinois Super Lawyers” for 2008 and was 
named a “Leading Intellectual Property Lawyer” 
by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business for the third year 
in a row.  
W. Wade Beavers (1993) 
of Buford, GA, established 
a regional law and con-
sulting firm specializing in 
real estate transactions and 
financial strategies. Kevin 
A. Cranman (1993) of 
Atlanta, GA, was a presenter at the Annual ACC 
Conference in Seattle and at the IQPC Global 
IP Exchange in Austin. Additionally, he chaired 
and presented at the Annual IP Law & Business 
IP Counsel Forum in San Jose, CA. Joseph A. 
Fried (1993) of Atlanta, GA, established the firm 
Fried Rogers & Goldberg. 
David W. Quillian 
(1993) of Atlanta, GA, 
celebrated with his wife 
Christine and daugh-
ter Catherine the birth 
of twin girls Elizabeth 
Hunter and Margaret 
Taylor on Sept. 16, 2008. 
Milbree F. Lankford (1994) of Winston, GA, 
was appointed by Gov. Sonny Perdue to the 
Georgia Public Service 
Commission Advisory 
Committee. Kurt M. 
Rozelsky (1994) of 
Greenville, SC, was 
appointed vice chair of the 
Trucking Law Committee 
for the Defense Research 
Institute. T. Gatewood 
Sampson II (1994) of Atlanta, GA, was listed 
in “Who’s Who in Law 2008” by the Atlanta 
Business Chronicle. Sarah Pierce Wimberly 
(1994) of Atlanta, GA, celebrated with her 
husband Tom the birth of their son Thomas 
“Pierce” on Nov. 15, 2007.
1995 - 1999
D. Michael Conner (1995) of Pooler, GA, 
was selected for inclusion in the 2009 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America in the area of 
personal injury litigation. 
Jackson E. Cox II (1995) 
of Waynesboro, GA, 
celebrated with his wife 
Karen and children Emily, 
Jackson and Caroline the 
birth of Charles on June 
20, 2008.  
W. Heath Garrett 
(1995) of Marietta, GA, formed the company 
Georgia360, which will provide public affairs 
services and advertising services across the 
state, and established the firm Turner Bachman 
& Garrett. Bonnie 
Keith Green (1995) of 
Charlotte, NC, associated 
with Shumaker, Loop & 
Kendrick and celebrated 
with her husband Fulton 
the birth of Jane Frances 
on Dec. 30, 2008. Ginger 
K. Patton-Schmitt 
(1995) of Atlanta, GA, joined the office of 
development at Agnes Scott College as director 
of planned giving. Kristina Rosette (1995) of 
Vienna, VA, received the 2008 International 
Trademark Association’s Volunteer Award, which 
makes her the first person to receive two INTA 
service awards. Additionally, she was selected as 
one of two U.S. lawyers 
as UDRP panelists by the 
Czech Arbitration Court. 
Stephanie B. Tillman 
(1995) of Thomasville, 
GA, had her first book 
From My Heart to Yours 
... Letter to My Young 
Sisters published, and it is 
available at www.amazon.
com. James D. Blitch IV 
(1996) of Atlanta, GA, 
was made a name partner 
with Holland Schaeffer 
Roddenbery & Blitch. 
Dorsey R. Carson Jr. 
(1996) (photo top of next 
column) of Jackson, MS, 
was named managing partner of the Jackson 
office of Burr & Forman. 
C. Celeste Creswell 
(1996) of Dalton, GA, 
was elected to the State 
Bar of Georgia’s Board 
of Governors. Brian 
M. Deutsch (1996) of 
Avondale Estates, GA, 
became a partner with 
Gaslowitz Frankel. J. Benedict Hartman (1996) 
of St. Simons Island, GA, formed the company 
Georgia360, which will provide public affairs 
services and advertising services across the state. 
W. Wayt King Jr. (1996) of Dunwoody, GA, 
joined FSB Legal Counsel (A Fisher Broyles), 
which is one of the first “virtual” law firms in the 
country. Tracie Johnson 
Maurer (1996) and Jacob 
A. Maurer (1997) of 
Mableton, GA, celebrated 
the birth of their child 
Linden Olivia on Feb. 17, 
2008. Kirby R. Mitchell 
(1996) of Greenville, 
SC, received the Richard 
Furman Baptist Heritage Award. John C. 
Patton (1996) of Atlanta, GA, was profiled 
in the “Atlanta’s Partner Class of 2009” article 
in the Fulton County Daily Report. Benjamin 
R. Tarbutton (1996) of Sandersville, GA, was 
listed in the “Most Influential: Georgia’s Power 
List” as a notable by Georgia Trend magazine. 
Amelia Bever Willis (1996) of Marietta, GA, 
joined Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & 
Stewart as of counsel. William Brad Carver 
(1997) of Atlanta, GA, was appointed by Gov. 
Sonny Perdue to the Board of Corrections. L. 
Franklin Coan Jr. (1997) of Tyler, TX, became 
an assistant U.S. attorney (criminal division) in 
the Eastern District of Texas. Todd S. Colarusso 
(1997) of Lithia Springs, GA, was appointed 
U.S. administrative law judge with the Office of 
Disability Adjudication 
and Review. L. Clinton 
Crosby Jr. (1997) of 
Smyrna, GA, was elected 
shareholder with Baker, 
Donelson, Bearman, 
Caldwell & Berkowitz 
and was profiled in the 
“Atlanta’s Partner Class of 
2009” article in the Fulton County Daily Report. 
Brian R. Dempsey (1997) of Hampton, GA, 
joined Freeman, Mathis & Gary as of counsel 
and celebrated with his wife Jan in April 2008 
the adoption of their Vietnamese daughter 
Ava Lyn Hoa, who turned one year old in 
October 2008. Michael P. Dickey (1997) of 
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North Charleston, SC, joined the faculty of the 
Charleston School of Law as an assistant profes-
sor. Rashawn R. George (1997) of Stockbridge, 
GA, celebrated with her husband Cornelius 
the birth of their daugh-
ter Gabrielle Nora on 
March 7, 2007. Michael 
L. Goldberg (1997) of 
Atlanta, GA, established 
the firm Fried Rogers & 
Goldberg. Michele Ritz 
Jones (1997) of Atlanta, 
GA, announced her marriage to Bradley Jones on 
Nov. 8, 2008. Jacob A. Maurer (1997) (photo 
bottom of last column) and Tracie Johnson 
Mauer (1996) of Mableton, GA, celebrated the 
birth of their daughter 
Linden Olivia on Feb. 17, 
2008. Brittany E. Roberts 
(1997) and Harrison J. 
Roberts (1997) of Atlanta, 
GA, celebrated the birth 
of their son Wyatt on Nov. 
6, 2008. Robert J. Soper 
(1997) of Shavertown, PA, was spotlighted in an 
article in The Times New Leader for his position 
as president and chief executive officer of the 
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs. Chen Yang 
(LL.M. 1997) of Beijing, 
China, was made a part-
ner with Sidley Austin. 
Robert M. Brennan 
(1998) of Atlanta, GA, was 
elected partner with Parker, 
Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs. 
For Danisha L. Morris (J.D.’05) 
becoming a lawyer “had been 
a childhood dream.” Now, as a 
member of the U.S. Army Judge 
Advocate General Corps recently 
selected for promotion to the rank 
of major, Morris has realized that 
dream, practicing law in a unique 
arena compared to a typical civilian 
court.
Morris’ journey to the JAG Corps 
began when she joined ROTC at Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University, where she studied as an undergradu-
ate. Upon graduation, she earned a business degree and was 
commissioned as an Army finance officer. She soon returned 
to graduate school at Troy State University and completed her 
master’s degree in international relations while stationed at Fort 
Benning, Ga.
Shortly after graduate school, Morris applied to the Army’s 
Funded Legal Education Program and was one of approximately 
15 soldiers selected from thousands of applicants to attend law 
school and receive tuition from the Army. Since she was a native 
Georgian looking to attend an elite law school, Georgia Law 
“just seemed like a perfect fit.”
As a law student at Georgia, Morris had the opportunity to meet 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas on two occasions 
while he was visiting the law school. Both times, he invited 
students to visit him in Washington, D.C., and tour the nation’s 
highest court. Morris decided to take him up on his offer.
Since Morris was an Army officer, Thomas arranged for her to 
meet the clerk of the Supreme Court, who was a retired JAG 
officer. This contact eventually led to Morris working in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States 
after her second year of law school. She said she still maintains 
a relationship with Thomas as well as with many of her col-
leagues in the clerk’s office.
“They’re like a family up there. They’re a great group of people. 
Once you get in the fold, they always reach out to you [to] see 
how you’re doing,” Morris said.
Recently, Morris completed a 15-month tour of duty in 
Baghdad, Iraq. She served as the chief of claims and client ser-
vices for the Multi-National Division – Baghdad, “which essen-
tially is like a full-range legal assistance office for soldiers.” In 
addition to providing traditional legal services to soldiers, Morris 
handled both foreign claims under the Foreign Torts “Claims” 
Act and Military Claims Act as well as personnel claims for sol-
diers against other soldiers and the military.
One of the greatest challenges of serving in Iraq for Morris was 
living on the other side of the world in an unfamiliar culture 
and being away from family and friends. She said it is always 
“an adjustment being away from everything that is familiar” as 
well as many everyday “comforts.”
Additionally, Morris had to acclimate herself to the extreme 
weather conditions in the Middle East.
Temperatures can reach as high as 140 degrees Fahrenheit dur-
ing the hottest summer day and only fall into the 90s at night, 
according to Morris. On the other hand, the temperature can 
drop below freezing during winter. Moreover, while she was 
there, it snowed in Baghdad, which is extremely rare. 
Over the course of her military career, Morris said what she has 
enjoyed most is the people with whom she works, and this 
standard held true for her comrades in Iraq.
She also recalled her pleasant interactions with the Iraqi people 
and was encouraged by the “great work” of the American 
troops.
Morris said she thinks our soldiers have done a tremendous job 
and really does think that most of the Iraqi people are grateful 
for the U.S. presence there.
After 10 years of service, Morris said she does not plan on retir-
ing any time soon.
When characterizing her experience in the JAG Corps, she 
said, “There’s no other job like it. You get to see almost every 
aspect of the law from the drafting to the interpretation to the 
prosecution to the defense. The JAG Corps is a mini total legal 
community.”
- Drew Bloodworth
Danisha Morris: Serving her country
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Melisa Anderson Ferris 
(1998) of Kasson, MN, 
celebrated with her hus-
band Tom the birth of 
their daughter Sophia 
Justine on May 26, 2008. 
Robert S. Highsmith Jr. 
(1998) of Atlanta, GA, 
was named executive part-
ner of the Atlanta office of Holland & Knight. 
Michele Person Madison (1998) of Atlanta, 
GA, was named partner with Morris, Manning 
& Martin. Jennifer Vardeman Mafera (1998) 
of Savannah, GA, was named partner with 
HunterMaclean. Joseph L. Vancura Jr. (1998) 
of Marietta, GA, was named vice president of 
legal and finance for The Rainmaker Group of 
Alpharetta. John F. Yarber (1998) of Tyrone, 
GA, was named partner with Jones Day. Charles 
L. Bachman Jr. (1999) of Marietta, GA, estab-
lished the firm Turner Bachman & Garrett. 
Keith R. Blackwell 
(1999) of Smyrna, GA, 
was elected partner 
with Parker, Hudson, 
Rainer & Dobbs. Philip 
B. Byrum (1999) of 
Lookout Mountain, TN, 
joined the firm Husch 
Blackwell Sanders as 
of counsel. Erin Reynolds Chance (1999) of 
Atlanta, GA, and her husband Stephen received 
the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association 2008 
Community Service Award for their unwaver-
ing commitment to ending childhood cancer. 
Anna Watkins Davis (1999) of Atlanta, GA, 
celebrated with her husband Harold R. Davis 
Jr. (2000) the birth of their daughter Ella 
Marie on Oct. 6, 2008. Scott E. Hitch (1999) 
of Roswell, GA, earned the LEED accredited 
professional designation from the U.S. Green 
Building Council. Elizabeth Weeks Leonard 
(1999) of Lawrence, KS, announced her mar-
riage to Thomas Leonard. Amy Burton Loggins 
(1999) of Marietta, GA, served as president of 
the Junior League of DeKalb County for the 
2008-09 term. Sherry V. Neal (1999) of Atlanta, 
GA, received the State Bar of Georgia Young 
Lawyers Division 2008 Award of Achievement 
for Outstanding Service to the Young Lawyers 
Division. Jonathan L. Neville (1999) of Atlanta, 
GA, joined the firm Arnall Golden & Gregory. 
T.C. Spencer Pryor (1999) of Atlanta, GA, was 
named partner with Alston & Bird and was 
profiled in the “Atlanta’s Partner Class of 2009” 
article in the Fulton County Daily Report. Sean J. 
Reynolds (1999) of Roswell, GA, joined Alston 
& Bird as a partner. John C. Rogers (1999) of 
Atlanta, GA, announced his marriage to Natalie 
Pawelski on May 31, 2008.
2000 - 2004
James A. Attwood (2000) of Atlanta, GA, estab-
lished the firm Atkins & Attwood. Amanda C. 
Baxter (2000) of Atlanta, GA, was appointed 
administrative law judge with the State of 
Georgia’s Office of Administrative Hearings. 
Harold R. Davis Jr. (2000) of Atlanta, GA, cel-
ebrated with his wife Anna Watkins Davis 
(1999) the birth of their daughter Ella Marie on 
Oct. 6, 2008. Emily Fish Diaz (2000) of 
Jacksonville, FL, was listed in “Top 40 Under 40 
2008” by the Jacksonville Business Journal. 
Michael Peter Doerr (2000) of Bloomfield 
Hills, MI, was elected 
principal with Harness, 
Dickey & Pierce. Alfred 
L. Evans III (2000) of 
Atlanta, GA, celebrated 
with his wife Kelly the 
birth of their daughter 
Anne Davis on Aug. 8, 
2007. Glianny Fagundo 
(2000) of Atlanta, GA, 
associated with Elarbee 
Thompson. She was listed 
in “Who’s Who in Law 
2008” by the Atlanta 
Business Chronicle and was 
elected president of the 
Georgia Hispanic Bar 
Association. Additionally, she was selected to 
serve as a director of the National Latina 
Business Women 
Association-Atlanta. 
Sammy J. Grant (2000) 
of Atlanta, GA, was 
named to Worth 
Magazine’s “Top 250 
Wealth Advisors in the 
U.S.” Michael J. 
Hartman (2000) of 
Tucker, GA, celebrated with his wife Jodi 
Rhoades Hartman (2002) the birth of their 
daughter Ava Juliet on Nov. 21, 2008. He serves 
as in-house counsel with 
Siemens. Timothy V. 
Johnson (2000) of 
Tucker, GA, was promot-
ed to counsel with 
Hunton & Williams.  
R. Lawton Jordan III 
(2000) of Smyrna, GA, 
celebrated with his wife 
Jennifer Auer Jordan 
(2001) and son the birth of Corina on Feb. 23, 
2009. Ian K. Leavy 
(2000) of Chattanooga, 
TN, became a member 
with Miller & Martin.  
R. Bates Lovett (2000) of 
Savannah, GA, was 
named partner with 
HunterMaclean. Patrick 
N. Millsaps (2000) of 
Camilla, GA, was appointed by Gov. Sonny 
Perdue to the State Ethics Commission. 
Suzanne Hatch Schultz (2000) of Marietta, 
GA, announced her marriage to Alain Shultz on 
June 7, 2008. Robert B. 
Teilhet (2000) of Smyrna, 
GA, joined Rogers, 
Strimban & Teilhet as a 
name partner. He cele-
brated with his wife 
Heather the birth of their 
twin daughters Harper 
and Maddie on Feb. 22, 
2008. Alison Van Lear (2000) of Atlanta, GA, 
was promoted to counsel with King & Spalding. 
Julie Mickle Wade (2000) of Tybee Island, GA, 
established her own firm and will specialize in 
federal criminal and civil litigation and appellate 
work. Amanda Maxson Woodall (2000) of 
Houston, TX, was named partner with Baker 
Botts. Matthew S. 
Yungwirth (2000) of 
Atlanta, GA, was named 
partner with Duane 
Morris and was profiled 
in the “Atlanta’s Partner 
Class of 2009” article in 
the Fulton County Daily 
Report. Georgiene 
Alsdorf (2001) of Seattle, WA, celebrated with 
her husband Bruce Williams the birth of their 
third child Elias Alsdorf Williams in March 
2008. Charles J. Bethel (2001) of Dalton, GA, 
was listed in “Top 40 
Under 40 2008” by 
Georgia Trend magazine 
and was appointed to the 
Coosa-North Georgia 
Regional Water Planning 
Council. Rebecca L. 
Crumrine (2001) of 
Atlanta, GA, was appoint-
ed to the executive com-
mittee of the State Bar of 
Georgia Family Law 
Section. Heather Belin 
DeGaetano (2001) of 
Chattanooga, TN, was 
promoted to director of 
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Brothers William U. “Bill” (LL.B.’67) 
and Philip W. “Phil” (J.D.’75) 
Norwood share a unique connec-
tion to the School of Law that 
only a handful of individuals can 
claim. They are related to all three 
founders of the law school: Joseph 
Henry Lumpkin, Thomas R.R. Cobb 
and William Hope Hull. Lumpkin 
is their great, great, great grand-
father; Cobb is their great, great 
grandfather; and Hull is their great, 
great uncle.
When they were children, Bill and 
Phil heard stories about “brave 
General T.R.R. Cobb” and other 
ancestors from their grandmother 
Sally Cobb Hull Weltner. 
The account of Cobb’s death at 
the Battle of Fredericksburg is one 
of the brothers’ favorite narratives. 
Cobb suffered a gunshot wound in 
his leg during the battle, and in a 
“strange twist of fate,” he died shortly afterward in the same 
house in which his mother was born.
Their grandmother was also the one who told them about 
their relationship to the other founders, which the Norwoods 
can trace back through their mother’s side of the family. 
Their first cousins and fellow Georgia Law alumni Sally Cobb 
Cannon (J.D.’78) and Charles L. Weltner Jr. (J.D.’85) also share 
this connection.
Though the Norwoods’ genealogy is littered with lawyers dat-
ing back to Lumpkin, Cobb and Hull, neither Bill nor Phil ever 
felt pressured to become lawyers or to attend law school at 
UGA.
Phil said being a lawyer was never something he was deter-
mined to do. He had the typical dreams of any young boy – 
wanting to be a baseball player, an FBI agent or a fire chief.
On the other hand, speak-
ing of his older brother, Phil 
said, “I can’t remember a 
time that [Bill] didn’t tell me 
he was going to be a lawyer, 
and I don’t think there was a 
moment from when he was a 
little boy to this moment that 
he’s really ever desired to do 
anything else.”
For Bill, his personal desire to 
be a lawyer plus the history of 
lawyers in his family, many of whom have ties to Georgia Law, 
was the motivating factor that led him to attend the School 
of Law.
He said he feels a special connection to the law school and 
is reminded of that connection every time he walks into the 
school’s Rotunda and sees the three portraits of his ancestors 
hanging on the walls.
Bill claims his decision to study law at UGA did not have any 
influence on his brother and his cousins, but Phil sees it differ-
ently.
“I think his going into the practice of law had some influence 
on me. [Bill] loved studying law and then loved practicing law. 
That has to be influential when it’s your older brother,” Phil 
said.
After graduating from Georgia Law in 1975, Phil worked 
for six years in private practice before entering the real 
estate industry. He is currently president and CEO of Faison 
Associates, a private commercial real estate development and 
management company headquartered in Charlotte, N.C.
Bill continues to practice law as an attorney at Pope, 
McGlamry, Kilpatrick, Morrison & Norwood in Atlanta, and he 
currently serves on a task force assembled by the American 
College of Trial Lawyers in conjunction with the Institute for 
the Advancement of the American Legal System. This task 
force issued a final report on March 11, 2009, setting forth 
29 principles which should govern rule makers in the areas of 
pretrial procedures and discovery, which Bill shared with stu-
dents at Georgia Law as a presenter in the Alumni Advocacy 
Series earlier this spring.
Through his participation on this task force, Bill hopes to con-
tinue the pioneering spirit of his family and to leave a lasting 
legacy in connection with the law.
“I’m carrying on Tom Cobb’s heritage [by working on this task 
force] since he’s the one who wrote the first Code of Georgia. 
Maybe I can add something to my family’s contributions to 
the profession and to the state,” Bill said.
- Drew Bloodworth
Bill and Phil Norwood: Continuing the legacy
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development with the Tennessee Aquarium in 
Chattanooga. Michael G. Geoffroy (2001) of 
Covington, GA, served as treasurer of the Young 
Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Georgia for 
2008-09. Jennifer Auer Jordan (2001) of 
Smyrna, GA, joined the firm of Pate & Brody. 
She celebrated with her husband R. Lawton 
Jordan III (2000) and son the birth of Corina on 
Feb. 23, 2009. Renee Y. Little (2001) of 
Mableton, GA, was elected partner with 
Carlock, Copeland & Stair and was profiled in 
the “Atlanta’s Partner Class of 2009” article in 
the Fulton County Daily Report. She also was 
named secretary of the Gate City Bar 
Association Executive Board. Valerie E. Pinkett 
(2001) of Conley, GA, was named partner with 
Swift, Currie, McGhee & Hiers and was profiled 
in the “Atlanta’s Partner Class of 2009” article in 
the Fulton County Daily Report. Additionally, she 
was named a 2009 Georgia Diversity Program 
Officer, and she celebrated with her husband 
Brian the birth of their daughter Ava Simone on 
Jan. 18, 2008. Brian M. Rickman (2001) of 
Tiger, GA, was named a “Pacesetter” by 
Piedmont College for exhibiting outstanding 
leadership early in his career. Laura E. Roberts 
(2001) of St. Simons 
Island, GA, celebrated 
with her husband Jay and 
son Jack the birth of T.G. 
on July 14, 2008. Michele 
L.A. Rollins (2001) of 
Ponte Vedra, FL, estab-
lished L.A. & Associates 
PR, a full service public 
relations firm. Her com-
pany’s Web site is at www.
laandassociatespr.com. 
James W. Stevens II 
(2001) of Mableton, GA, 
was elected partner with 
Kilpatrick Stockton. 
Ansley Bell Threlkeld 
(2001) and Paul H. 
Threlkeld (2001) of 
Vidalia, GA, celebrated 
the birth of their son 
George Hampton 
“Hamp” Bell on March 
12, 2008. Peter 
Werdesheim (2001) of 
Atlanta, GA, was elected partner with Carlock, 
Copeland & Stair and was profiled in the 
“Atlanta’s Partner Class of 2009” article in the 
Fulton County Daily Report. Ramona Murphy 
Bartos (2002) of Rincon, GA, was appointed by 
the Supreme Court of Georgia as a mentor in 
the Transition to Law Practice Program of the 
State Bar of Georgia. Aretha V. Blake (2002) of 
Charlotte, NC, was honored by the North 
Carolina Bar Association as a “Citizen Lawyer.” 
Jennifer L. Chapman (2002) of Athens, GA, 
joined the faculty of the business school at 
Georgia Gwinnett College as an assistant profes-
sor of legal studies and accounting. Jodi 
Rhoades Hartman (2002) of Tucker, GA, cele-
brated with her husband Michael J. Hartman 
(2000) the birth of their daughter Ava Juliet on 
Nov. 21, 2008. She is founding partner of the 
firm Hope Bauldauff Hartman. Paul I. 
Hotchkiss (2002) of Atlanta, GA, associated 
with Hancock, Dempsey & Everett. Robert L. 
McCorkle (2002) of Savannah, GA, was named 
partner with McCorkle & Johnson. Jon D. 
Stewart Jr. (2002) of Gainesville, GA, 
announced his marriage to Brennan W. Moseley 
on April 12, 2008. Benjamin J. Vinson (2002) 
of Atlanta, GA, received the State Bar of Georgia 
Young Lawyers Division 2008 Award of 
Achievement for Outstanding Service to the 
Profession. Benjamin D. Wiese (2002) of 
Greenville, SC, announced his marriage to 
Claire Counts on Sept. 27, 2008. Dylan E. 
Wilbanks (2002) of Commerce, GA, established 
his own firm specializing in civil and criminal 
law. Kenneth L. Alger II (2003) of Stanley, VA, 
received the 2008 R. Edwin Burnette Jr. Young 
Lawyer of the Year Award from the Virginia 
State Bar Young Lawyers Conference and was 
elected to the board of governors of the Young 
Lawyers Conference of the Virginia State Bar. 
Jason S. Alloy (2003) of Atlanta, GA, joined 
RobbinsLaw as counsel. 
Josh B. Belinfante (2003) 
of Atlanta, GA, was 
appointed executive coun-
sel by Gov. Sonny Perdue 
and celebrated with his 
wife Karina and son Cole 
the birth of Ian Joseph on 
Dec. 22, 2008. Zachary 
R. Cowart (2003) of Valdosta, GA, established 
the firm Cowart & Perry. Charla A. Hall (2003) 
of Savannah, GA, associated with Kilpatrick 
Stockton in the firm’s public finance depart-
ment. Mary Beth Hand (2003) of Macon, GA, 
celebrated with her husband Adam the birth of 
their daughter Allison Arcadia on April 15, 
2008. Jessica Langston McClellan (2003) of 
Savannah, GA, joined the U.S. Department of 
Justice as an assistant U.S. attorney. L. Bartlett 
Newman (2003) of Marietta, GA, celebrated 
with his wife Julie, daughter Kate and son Luke 
the birth of Lyla on May 24, 2008. Tracey 
Wagner Pruiett (2003) of Frisco, TX, 
announced her marriage to Andrew Pruiett on 
Oct. 1, 2008.  
R. Matthew Reeves 
(2003) of Duluth, GA, 
was selected to serve on 
the advisory committee of 
the Georgia General 
Assembly’s Evidence Code 
Study Committee. Tonya 
F. Stokes (2003) of Stone 
Mountain, GA, celebrated 
with her husband Fabian 
the birth of their daughter 
Natalie Mae on July 31, 
2009. Kate Dodson 
Strain (2003) of 
Savannah, GA, joined the 
Belzer firm and will con-
centrate her practice on 
trademark and copyright 
law. Melissa D. 
Strickland (2003) and 
Ryan T. Strickland 
(2003) of Atlanta, GA, 
celebrated the birth of 
their twins John Morgan 
and Everyly Jane on July 
10, 2008. Sarah E. 
Tollison (2003) of 
Jackson, WY, joined the 
Defazio Law Office. 
Jason J. Carter (2004) of Atlanta, GA, received 
the Stuart Eizenstat Young Lawyer Award from 
the Anti-Defamation League. Elizabeth McRae 
Earl (2004) of Athens, GA, announced her mar-
riage to Michael Harris Earl on Sept. 13, 2008. 
John D. Hadden (2004) of Atlanta, GA, estab-
lished the firm Turkheimer & Hadden. 
Jonathan S. Hightower (2004) of Austin, TX, 
announced his marriage to Devon Leigh Iverson 
on May 10, 2008. William A. Hightower 
(2004) of Atlanta, GA, joined Atlanta Spirit, the 
parent company of the NBA’s Atlanta Hawks, 
the NHL’s Atlanta Thrashers and Philips Arena, 
as staff counsel. Emily R. Stuart (2004) of 
Atlanta, GA, announced her marriage to Daniel 
James Horn on Aug. 30, 2008. Clete D. 
Johnson (2004) of Washington, D.C., joined 
the staff of the Senate Intelligence Committee. 
Elizabeth C. Johnson (2004) of Campbell, CA, 
was promoted to firm-wide director of attorney 
recruiting at O’Melveny & Myers. Francys 
Johnson (2004) of Statesboro, GA, joined the 
American Heart Association as vice president of 
health initiatives and strategic alliances. Samuel 
M. Olmstead (2004) of Tallahassee, FL, 
announced his marriage to Catherine Eileen on 
Jan. 26, 2008. Carmen Lynn Cox Paul (2004) 
of Covington, GA, joined AIG Aviation as a 
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claims attorney. Benjamin 
M. Perkins (2004) and 
Sally Haskell Perkins 
(2004) of Savannah, GA, 
celebrated the birth of 
their son Benjamin 
Mason Jr. on Feb. 18, 
2009. J. Harold Richards 
(2004) of Rockville, VA, 
associated with King & Spalding. Ann M. Rotz 
(2004) of Hagerstown, MD, associated with 
Meyers, Young & Grove. Jeffrey P. Shiver 
(2004) of Atlanta, GA, associated with the firm 
of Peter A. Law. Florian Stamm (2004) of 
Atlanta, GA, was elected co-chair of the State 
Bar of Georgia’s Section of International Law. 
Julie S. Tetrick (2004) of Boise, ID, associated 
with Stoel Rives. Stefan C. Turkheimer (2004) 
of Atlanta, GA, established the firm Turkheimer 
& Hadden.
2005 - 2008
J. Talley Beardsley (2005) of Jacksonville, FL, 
was promoted to trust associate at Regions Bank. 
Ashley Ledford Culberson (2005) of Atlanta, 
GA, joined OREXCO as assistant vice president 
and regional sales manager. Christopher D. 
David (2005) of Chattanooga, TN, associated 
with Husch Blackwell Sanders. L. John Edwards 
(2005) of Eufaula, AL, joined Timberland 
Harvesters, a company that buys, manages and 
sells hunting, timber and investment property 
in the U.S. and Canada. Laura DeMartini 
Eschleman (2005) of Smyrna, GA, announced 
her marriage to Edward Robert Eschleman 
on May 10, 2008. Additionally, she associated 
with Nall & Miller. Elizabeth Lindsay Gates 
(2005) of Atlanta, GA, announced her mar-
riage to James Gates on Jan. 5, 2008. Scot W. 
Groghan (2005) of Decatur, GA, joined the 
Frederick J. Hanna & 
Associates law firm. Gary 
T. McDermott (2005) of 
Charlotte, NC, received 
the Mecklenburg County 
Bar’s Outstanding Pro 
Bono Attorney of the 
Year Award. Additionally, 
he received the Business 
Leader 2008 Pro Bono Impact Award. Jarrod S. 
Mendel (2005) of Marietta, GA, announced his 
marriage to Greer Laine Pasmanick on Jan. 3, 
2009. Elizabeth Atkinson Reid (2005) of San 
Francisco, CA, associated with Kirkland & Ellis. 
Robert C. Rutledge (2005) and Vita Salvemini 
Rutledge (2005) (photo top of next column) 
of Rome, GA, celebrated the birth of their son 
Giuseppe (Joseph) Latimer on April 5, 2008. 
Wilson G. Barmeyer 
(2006) of Washington, 
D.C., associated with 
the Sutherland law firm. 
Dean Taylor Cleaveland 
(2006) of Atlanta, GA, 
announced her marriage 
to Jerry Philip Cleaveland 
III on Nov. 22, 2008. 
Desmond W. Dorsey (2006) of Atlanta, GA, 
joined AXA Advisors as a financial advisor. Eric 
K. Glidewell (2006) of Atlanta, GA, celebrated 
with his wife Sandi the birth of their daughter 
Abigail Dawn on April 15, 2008. Megan C. 
Haley (2006) of Athens, GA, associated with 
Fellows LaBriola. Nicole 
Garsombke Ibbotson 
(2006) of Smyrna, GA, 
announced her marriage 
to Andy Ibbotson on Nov. 
22, 2008. She is a global 
banking attorney with 
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky 
& Walker in Atlanta and 
her husband is president/CEO of Synthis, a 
10-year-old company providing compliance 
and e-contracting software solutions. Jason S. 
Marcus (2006) of Atlanta, GA, associated with 
the Roswell firm Bothwell, Bracker & Vann.  
J. Paul Mitchell (2006) of Carrollton, GA, 
associated with The Weathington Firm. Andrew 
V. Thomas II (2006) of Douglas, GA, associ-
ated with Coleman Talley. 
Andrew J. Tuck (2006) 
of Montgomery, AL, cele-
brated with his wife Katie 
the birth of their daughter 
Lily Louise on April 15, 
2008. Mary Woodson 
Felker (2007) of Monroe, 
GA, established her 
own law firm. Patrick H. Garrard (2007) 
of Athens, GA, associated with Blasingame, 
Burch, Garrard & Ashley. 
Jeffrey H. Gibson 
(2007) of Nashville, 
TN, associated with 
Neal & Harwell. Rachel 
E. Harkavy (2007) of 
Dallas, TX, relocated 
to the Dallas office of 
Jones Day. Matthew T. 
Joe (2007) of Marietta, GA, associated with 
Holland & Knight. Robert Zebulon Kelley 
(2007) of Washington, D.C., associated with 
Mayer Brown. Timothy Kelly (2007) of Athens, 
GA, joined UGA’s Office of Legal Affairs as an 
assistant director. M. Brian Magee (2007) of 
Stafford, VA, celebrated 
with his wife Kelli the 
birth of their daughter 
Eliana Hope on Feb. 27, 
2009. E. Allyn Rubright 
(2007) of Nashville, TN, 
associated with Bass, 
Berry & Sims in the firm’s 
litigation department. 
Meredith Leigh Shultz 
(2007) of Savannah, 
GA, associated with 
HunterMaclean. Lauren 
O’Shea Ward (2007) of 
Jefferson, GA, announced 
her marriage to John 
Ward during 2008.  
M. Katherine Bates 
(2008) of Atlanta, 
GA, celebrated with 
her husband Nick 
Panayotopoulos the birth 
of their daughter Sofia 
Anastasia on Oct. 18, 
2008. Susie Henson 
Marshall (2008) of Little Rock, AR, announced 
her marriage to William Taylor Marshall II on 
Aug. 9, 2008. 
 
ERRATA 
Aretha V. Blake (2002) of Charlotte, NC, 
celebrated with her husband Michael Falls the 
birth of their daughter Blake Disaya Falls who 
was born on Mother’s Day 2007.
2009 Reunion Weekend 
Nov. 6 & 7 (Fri. & Sat.) 
Save the Date!
Back by popular demand - Reunion 
Weekend will be held again in conjunc-
tion with the law school’s Homecoming 
BBQ! The following law school classes 
will have a significant anniversary reunion 
this year: 1959, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 
1984, 1989, 1994, 1999 and 2004. 
Plan to join your classmates in Athens to 
celebrate your reunion! 
For more information, go to 
www.law.uga.edu/alumni.
Class Notes
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Georgia Law expresses sympathy to the families and friends 
of the following law school alumni:
Ronald F. Adams (1940)
Brunswick, GA
September 30, 2003
Myra S. Aikens (1994)
Decatur, GA
April 15, 2008
Eugene P. Baldwin (1960)
Madison, GA
June 27, 2008
David C. Barrow Jr. (1938)
Savannah, GA
October 21, 2008
Barnee C. Baxter (1965)
Augusta, GA
March 5, 2009
Colquitt P. “C.P.” Brackett Jr. (1973)
Roanoke, VA
January 30, 2009
George A. Brutscher (1970)
West Chester, PA
October 11, 2008
Thomas R. Bryan (1962)
Paducah, KY
January 1, 2008
Quillian L. Bryant Jr. (1956)
Louisville, GA
March 25, 2009
Maureen T. Buletti (2006)
Atlanta, GA
November 3, 2008
William R. Childers Jr. (1967)
Monroe, GA
October 30, 2008
Robert H. Cofer II (1970)
Thomson, GA
February 7, 2007
John L. Creson (1973)
Augusta, GA
April 27, 2008
Robert A. “Bert” Cronin (1959)
Savannah, GA
September 5, 2008
Jesse I. DuBose (1951)
Manning, SC
June 25, 2008
Albert F. Fahy (1938)
Germantown, TN
October 5, 2002
Craig P. Fickling (1961)
Staunton, VA
December 19, 2008
Kevin D. Gonzalez (1997)
Athens, GA
February 5, 2009






Ralph A. Harper (1958)
Houston, TX
October 4, 2008
Otis W. Harrison (1950)
Augusta, GA
December 4, 2008
John L. Hill (1947)
Vero Beach, FL
September 27, 2008
Daniel B. Hodgson (1948)
Atlanta, GA
March 5, 2009
Janice L. Hughes (1986)
Decatur, GA
November 30, 2008
Paul E. Jones (1950)
Fairburn, GA
December 14, 2008
Dempsey W. Leach (1948)
Snellville, GA
December 5, 2008
Charles M. Lokey (1948)
Atlanta, GA
May 31, 2008
James P. McLain (1950)
Smyrna, GA
November 2, 2008
David C. Moss (1991)
Suwanee, GA
May 6, 2008
James B. Mowry (1964)
Dunwoody, GA
November 4, 2008
W. Marion “Butch” Page (1939)
Columbus, GA
November 17, 2008
Robert A. Prince (1948)
Augusta, GA
March 24, 2009
Thomas M. Rego (1990)
Douglasville, GA
April 20, 2007
Robert W. Reynolds (1947)
Albany, GA
October 2, 2008
H. Jack Short (1948)
Moultrie, GA
September 5, 2008
Alexander W. Smith III (1949)
Atlanta, GA
November 19, 2008
Frank M. Swift (1935)
St. Simons Island, GA
March 3, 2009
Harold J. Warren (1938)
Dewy Rose, GA
January 1, 2008
Richard W. Watkins Jr. (1947)
Jackson, GA
February 8, 2009
Eleanor I. Whittle (1947)
Brunswick, GA
February 1, 2009







lanthropist, died at 
age 85 after a long 
illness.
Smith was a third generation lawyer at 
Smith, Gambrell & Russell in Atlanta, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his father and 
grandfather, who was a founding partner.
He was also a devoted member and 
leader of the Catholic Church and provided 
legal counsel to the Atlanta archdiocese for 
nearly two decades. 
In 2003, Pope John Paul II named him a 
Knight of St. Gregory the Great, the high-
est papal honor given to a layperson.
Smith graduated from Marist School in 
1941 and served on the school’s board of 
directors during the 1960s. 
During World War II, Smith served from 
1943 to 1946 in England and France with 
the 708th Air Material Squadron as a vol-
unteer for the U.S. Army Air Force. 
He returned home in 1946 and married 
Elizabeth “Betty” Haverty and completed 
his bachelor’s and law degrees at UGA.
A diehard Georgia Bulldog football fan, 
Smith held the same season tickets on the 
30-yard line for more than 60 years. 
With that same enthusiasm, he served his 
alma mater on the School of Law’s Board 
of Visitors and as chairman of the UGA 
Foundation.
In 1990, Smith received the 
Distinguished Service Scroll Award from 
the Law School Association.
In addition to Smith’s personal contri-
butions to and leadership in creating the 
Smith, Gambrell & Russell Scholarship at 
the law school, he and his wife established 
the Alex and Betty Smith Scholarship Fund 
during 2003. 
Also, the John and Mary Franklin 
Foundation in conjunction with Smith, 
Gambrell & Russell honored him by creat-
ing the Alex W. Smith Professorship in Law 
during 2006. 
Smith is survived by his wife Betty; sisters 
Carroll Offen and Joan Zillessen; daughters 
Elizabeth Crew and Laura Brown; sons 
Clarence Smith, James Smith, E. Kendrick 
“Ken” Smith (J.D.’81), William Smith and 
Anthony Smith; and 18 grandchildren.
On March 3, 2009, Frank 
Meador Swift 
(LL.B.’35), passed 




mer senior partner 
of the Atlanta law 
firm Swift, Currie, McGhee & Hiers, he 
was well respected by his colleagues in the 
legal community.
Originally a native New Yorker, he 
moved to Atlanta and graduated from Boys 
High School. 
As an undergraduate, he studied at 
Emory University before attending 
Georgia Law.
After graduation from law school in 
1935, Swift worked as a lawyer with The 
Coca-Cola Co. 
However, when World War II began, 
Swift volunteered to serve his country, 
enlisting in the U.S. Navy. He served in the 
U.S. Naval Reserves, eventually attaining 
the rank of commander.
Following his return from naval service, 
Swift entered general civil practice. 
In 1965, he helped form what would 
become Swift, Currie, McGhee & Hiers, 
where he worked until his retirement.
As a leader in the Atlanta community, 
Swift served as chairman of the Fulton 
County Republican Party. 
He was also a member of the Lawyers 
Club of Atlanta, the American Judicature 
Society and the Nine O’Clocks, a distin-
guished Atlanta organization.
When he finished his legal career, Swift 
retired to a condominium at The King and 
Prince on St. Simons Island, Ga.
A generous philanthropist, Swift gave his 
time and talents to numerous charitable 
and civic organizations. 
He believed in the importance of legal 
education and was a dedicated contributor 
to the School of Law. 
Swift’s donation of two charitable gift 
annuities to the law school in recent years 
ensures that current and future law students 
will continue to benefit because of his gen-
erosity.
Swift is survived his brother Walter D. 
“Pete” Swift; son Thomas L. Swift; and 




Alex Smith, prominent Atlanta attorney and devoted 
church leader
Frank Swift, law firm founder and servant of his country
– Obituaries compiled by Drew Bloodworth.
